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Assistant Director + Backing T ro

Richard Fujarczuk  [assistant director]

Richard began his formal musical training in 1961 at St. Michael § Choir School in
Toronto, where he studied voice, piano, organ and classical guitar as well as
theory, harmony and counterpoint. While at the Choir School Richard won
numerous awards for choral work and in organ performance. He began his career
as a church organist in 1966 when he was twelve years old, and has worked as a
chorister, organist, and music director in churches of all denominations in
Southern and Eastern Ontario ever since. His early focus was on Renaissance,
Baroque and classical music and he has performed with choirs and other musical
groups in venues as diverse as the National Arts Centre in Ottawa, the Palacio de
Bellas Artes in Mexico City, Westminster Abbey and Westminster Cathedral in
London, The Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music and St. Peter § Basilica in Rome,
St. Mark's Basilica in Venice, and the Thomaskirche (where Bach was organist and
choirmaster) in Leipzig. Richard has also performed as a solo pianist jincluding
performances at the Museum of Civilization and the National Gallery, and has
served as accompanist for many solo performers and musical ensembles. Along
the way Richard formed and played with his share of garage bands as a bass
player and keyboardist. He has also experimented with progressive rock, blues
and other musical forms, but has come to jazz rather recently, both as an
instrumentalist and singer, and finds it all a wonderful musical journey. In
addition to being the assistant music director with Capital Vox, Richard currently
sings with the choir of Notre Dame Cathedral in Ottawa, where he is also the
assistant organist. During those idle periods when he is not singing or playing,
Richard fills his time by practicing law, and is presently General Counsel for a
federal Crown Corporation in Ottawa.

Mark Alcorn  [bass guitar]

Mark majored in music at York University in Toronto and with the Jazz Studies
program at St. Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia. He has performed jazz,
pop, R&B, blues, gospel, rock and in theatre pit bands. Mark has a comprehensive
knowledge of jazz and classical theory. Mark performs on electric and acoustic
guitar and electric bass in the local blues band Shakedown Groove and the Alcorn
Bedner Townsend Trio as well as performing freelance on both instruments.

Tim Bedner [guitar]

A member of the music faculties of both Carleton University and Alcorn Music
Studios, Tim performs regularly throughout Ottawa. He is on the advisory board
of Pittsburgh's Guitar Society of Fine Arts, and prior to moving to Ottawa was on
the music faculty of Duquesne University and St. Vincent College. A multiple-year
honoree in Who's Who Among American Teachers, Tim compiled and edited A
Common Sense Approach to Improvisation with Pittsburgh jazz guitar legend Joe
Negri, In addition to creating guitar instructional material of his own. Tim has
shared a stage with artists as diverse as national fingerstyle champion Pat
Donohue, Broadway diva Bernadette Peters, flamenco guitarist Marija Temo,
bluesman Ernie Hawkins, fusion band Spyrogyra, members of The Fringe and the
New York Voices, and others. He received his Master of Music Degree in jazz
performance on a full graduate assistantship at Duquesne University, and
graduated with highest honors from Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he
received his undergraduate training.

Marilee Townsend [drums]

Marilee holds a Bachelor of Music degree and a Diploma in Jazz Studies from St.
Francis Xavier University. She specialized in percussion and drumset and minored
in piano. Marilee continues to study drumset with Jim Blackley. She has
performed in jazz, R&B, blues, gospel, theater pit bands, dixie, country groups,
percussion ensembles and symphonic bands. Marilee currently performs regularly
with Shakedown Groove, and the Alcorn Bedner Townsend Trio.
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